
AGENDA

Monday, November 20, 2017

Meetings of Standing Committees
Council Conference Room

6:45 P.M.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/CITY HALL

7:00 P.M.

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Regular Meeting
 
  November 06, 2017

5. Petitions, Communications, Remonstrance and Memorials
 
 
A letter from the City Plan Commission regarding recommendations from their November 14, 
2017 meeting.

 
 
A letter from the Board of Zoning Appeals regarding recommendations from their November 14, 
2017 meeting.

 
 
A Public Hearing on Vacation 2017­03 as required by State Statute on behalf of Larry J. Penn, ET 
AL. & City of Mishawaka to vacate Veterans Parkway & release of easements ­ 2320 Douglas Rd.

6. Report of Special Committee
7. Ordinances on First Reading
 
  P.O. NO. 2017­41  Rezone from I­2 Heavy Industrial to R­1 Single Family ­ 926 S. Byrkit Ave.

 
 
P.O. NO. 2017­42  Vacate Public Right of Way Veterans Parkway & Release of Easements ­ 2320 
Douglas Rd

8. Resolutions
 
  R2017­27  Use Variance for Outdoor Storage ­ 2320 Miracle Lane ­ Big Lots

9. Ordinances on Second Reading
 
 
P.O. NO. 2017­39  Transfer Funds ­ MVH Dept. $44,000.00 (Assigned to Budget and Finance 
Committee)

 
 
P.O. NO. 2017­40  Transfer Funds ­ Central Services Dept. ­ $43,000.00 (Assigned to Budget and 
Finance Committee)

10. Privilege of the Floor – Non­Agenda Items
11. Unfinished Business
12. New Business
13. Adjournment

At this time I know of no other business to come before the Council.
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk



The City of Mishawaka acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act  of  1990.   In  order  to  assist  individuals  with  disabilities  who  require  special  services  (i.e.  sign 
interpretative  services,  alternative  audio/visual  devices,  and  amanuenses)  for  participation  in  or 
access to City sponsored public programs, services and/or meetings, the City requests that individuals 
make  requests  for  these  services  forty­eight  (48)  hours  ahead  of  the  scheduled  program,  service 
and/or meeting.   To make  arrangements,  contact Geoffrey  Spiess,  ADA Coordinator,  at  (574)  258­
1615.



              REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL

November 6, 2017

Be it remembered that the Common Council of the City of Mishawaka, Indiana met in the 
Council Chambers of the Mishawaka City Hall on Monday November 6, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was called to order by President Ross Deal all were asked to stand for the Pledge of 
Allegiance.
  Roll Call.
Present: Mrs. Voelker, Mr. Compton, Mr. Tanner, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Banicki, Mr. 
Bellovich, Mr. Canarecci, Mr. Deal.
Absent: Mr. Emmons.
 
The minutes from the October 02, 2017 meeting was approved as received from the City Clerk’s 
Office.

Clerk Block read a letter from the Board of Zoning Appeals and the City Plan Commission 
regarding recommendations from their October 10, 2017 meeting.

PETITION 2017-26   Rezone from 1-2 Heavy Industrial to R-1 Single Family – 926 S. Byrkit

PETITION 2017-28    Vacate Veterans Parkway & Release of Easements 2320 Douglas Road. 

Chief Deputy Clerk Hazen read the following Proposed Ordinances by title and were assigned to 
committee and set for public hearing at next meeting.

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2017-39

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND TRANSFERRING AND 
REAPPROPRIATING FUNDS WITHIN THE BUDGET ADOPTED FOR THE 

CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER21, 2017
(MVH Dept. $44,000)

(Assigned to the Budget and Finance Committee)

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2017-40

AN ORDINANCE DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND TRANSFERRING AND 
REAPPROPRIATING FUNDS WITHIN THE BUDGET ADOPTED FOR THE 

CALENDAR YEAR ENDING DECEMBER21, 2017
(Central Service Dept. $43,000)

(Assigned to the Budget and Finance Committee)



PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Tony Trinca, Bill Sykes, David Morgan, all spoke on the seriousness of puppy mills in St. Joseph 
County.  They asked the council to make an ordinance banning the sale of dogs, cats and rabbits 
in pet stores.  They said pet store buy their animals from puppy mills.  They explained animals 
from puppy mills are abused and not properly taken care of, the mills were all about making a 
profit.  They said best way to cut the market from puppy mills was to ban the sale of animals in 
pet stores.  Mr. Trinca mentioned there were 249 retail pet sales bans enacted in North America 
including the unincorporated areas of St. Joseph County.  

Mr. Mammolenti questioned how many pet stores in St. Joseph County.  Mr. Trinca replied one, 
Pats Pets at University Park mall. 

Mr. Compton expressed he supported the idea of no puppy mills.   He asked did Mr. Trinca 
know for sure the pet store in Mishawaka gets their animals from puppy mills.   Mr. Trinca 
replied no. Bill Sykes added he recently went to Pats Pet store and acted as an interested buyer.  
He said went he asked for the pets background of vaccinations and breeder, the breeder was 
known to be a large breeder and ran a puppy mill. 

Mr. Tanner also expressed his support.  He asked did all breeders have to be American Kennel 
Club registered breeders and if the one location were too close, how would it impact the broader 
scheme of the other puppy mills nearby.  Mr. Trinca said he was not sure about the registration.  
He went on to say they would have to shut down one store at a time.  Mr. Trinca said if the 
demand seizes then the puppy mills seizes. 

Mr. Canarecci said this could seriously impact the other person’s right to do business.  He agreed 
no one should sale abused animals.  He asked based on Mr. Trinca’s knowledge did other places 
enact similar ideas to find new avenues to create revenues such a partnering with local rescues.   
Mr. Trinca said California recently passed law stating pet stores must sell animals from shelters 
and rescue centers only. 

Mr. Compton asked if a pet was purchased at a store would the pet be considered a rescue. Mr. 
Morgan said a family purchasing a pet from a store was considered to be rescued but it did not 
rescue the mother dog that was contained in a crate 24/7.  He went on to say he was a rescue pet 
owner, his dog was from a puppy mill in Missouri, she was breeded every breeding cycle for 3 ½ 
years in a crate.  He continued to say they cannot prevent puppy mills but they can stop the cycle 
of selling and replacing animals by preventing stores from buying animals from puppy mills.  
Mr. Morgan mentioned there were many rescue associations including the humane society in the 
United States that would work with pet stores and set up programs to sell rescue dogs. He stated 
there were 3 million dogs euthanized every year in the United States due to puppy mills.  Mr. 
Morgan was hoping Mishawaka would make a law the same as the county to help support and 
stop the cycle.  

Mr. Mammolenti asked the definition of a puppy mill.  Mr. Morgan explained a puppy mill was a 
multiple breeding facility where profit is given priority over the well-being of the animals. 

 Brent Williams, Chris Robbins, Jerry Goeller from the Borley Avenue neighborhood expressed 
their concerns and frustrations on the Drug Problems and Nuisance Houses in Mishawaka. Mr. 



Williams said the drug houses in their neighborhood have been ongoing and the city has been 
doing a good job trying to help.  He suggested two proposals to help the city and the Police 
Department stream line their efforts to solve this very difficult problem.  Mr. Williams felt the 
Mishawaka Ordinance for a Public Nuisance House was complicated and needed revising, he 
suggested the council and the Law Department to look into South Bends Public Nuisance 
Ordinance.   He said the neighbors believed the city was subsidizing drug use, if someone 
overdoses; the city revives the person with a drug called Narcan.  Mr. Williams went on to 
discuss the second proposal the neighborhood believed would end drug houses in the City of 
Mishawaka, they asked the city  tally the total cost of all First Responders treating drug 
overdoses and to bill the homeowners. He explained if the bill was not paid, the city should place 
a lean on the homes.  Mr. Robins wanted to know what it cost for the Narcan drug and the cost 
for First Responders going to the homes repeatedly. He expressed they were losing property 
value with the drug house in the neighborhood.  Mr. Robins believed the offenders were not 
being held responsible for their actions and tax payers were being paying the offenders bill.  He 
said the offenders were not billed for the Narcan drug or the for the first responders bill.

Mr. Tanner said they had intriguing ideas but there were laws that had to be followed.  He 
continued to say the council and the city was very aware of the problem.  Mr. Tanner said the 
city may be able to take action on one of the proposals Mr. Williams presented but it was a 
process.  He thanked the neighbors for being very patient; he also informed the city was doing 
everything they could do within the framework and laws. 

Mr. Compton expressed this was a problem that was extremely challenging.  He said he has 
spoken with his fellow council members and to the city administration; they were working on 
making changes to the nuisance house ordinance.  Mr. Compton expressed this was not being 
ignored and he told his constituents to continue calling the police.  

Mr. Canarecci said this was a problem that also bothered the council as it did the residence.  He 
hoped for everyone sake this problem will get resolved. 

Mr. Mammolenti said when he was first sworn-in he received a call regarding a drug house in a 
neighborhood.  He continued to say he made a promise he would help fix the problem and it took 
a very long time.   Mr. Mammolenti insured the neighbors that Mr. Compton has brought this 
issue to their attention many times and the administration was working on solving the problem.  

Mr. Tanner referred to Mr. Robbins comments; he said there is no price on a life, even when you 
question how much someone values their own life going through this cyclical process. Mr. 
Tanner went on to say it gets challenging when talking numbers and lives. 

NEW BUSINESS

Appointment to School Board

Mrs.Voelker made a motion to nominate Amanda Roberts to the Mishawaka 
School Board with a seconded by Mr. Tanner the motion carried.



  Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 8).
Yes: Mrs. Voelker, Mr. Compton, Mr. Tanner, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Banicki, Mr. Bellovich, 
Mr. Canarecci, Mr. Deal.
 

 

Members of the Council thanked Denny Wood for his years of service on the School Board.  
They also thanked the other applicants and asked that they continue to invest in Mishawaka and 
the Mishawaka schools. 

Mr. Deal thanked Mike Trippel for saving the Christopher Columbus Statue after it was 
vandalized.  

Mr. Deal and Mr. Mammolenti announced The Twin Branch Neighborhood Meeting would be 
November 15th at 7:00PM at Twin Branch School.  The speaker would be announced at a later 
date.

ADJOURNMENT  8:14 P.M. 

Mary Ellen Hazen                                        /s/                Ross Deal                                     /s/     
Chief Deputy Clerk                                                         Ross Deal, President
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