
AGENDA

Monday, June 15, 2015

Sewer Department New Vactor Truck Demonstration

6:15PM

Meetings of Standing Committees
Council Conference Room

6:45 P.M.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/CITY HALL

7:00 P.M.

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Regular Meeting
 
  June 01, 2015

5. Petitions, Communications, Remonstrance and Memorials
 
 
A letter from the Historic Preservation Commission regarding recommendations from their 
September 02, 2014 meeting.

 
 
A letter from the City Plan Commission regarding recommendations from their June 09, 2015 
meeting.

 
 

A public hearing on Vacation 2015­02 as required by State Statute on behalf of Richard and Debra 
Dresser for vacation of the following described public right of way portion of alley north of 615 S. 
Byrkit St.

 
 

A public hearing on Vacation 2015­03 as required by State Statute on behalf of School City of 
Mishawaka for vacation of public right of way and underlying utility easement rights ­ unimproved 
Kline St.

6. Report of Special Committee
7. Ordinances on First Reading
 
  P.O. NO. 2015­10  Establishing 2319 Lincolnway East as a Local Landmark

 
  P.O. NO. 2015­11  Vacate Portion of alley North of 615 S. Byrkit Ave.

 
 
P.O. NO. 2015­12  Rezone from C­1 General Commercial to C­3 City Center Commercial ­ 101 E. 
Mishawaka Ave.

 
 
P.O. NO. 2015­13  Vacate Public Right of Way and Underlying Utility Easement Rights ­ 
Unimproved Kline St.

8. Resolutions
 
  R2015­20  Approving First Amendment to the PSAP Interlocal Agreement



9. Ordinances on Second Reading
10. Privilege of the Floor – Non­Agenda Items
11. Unfinished Business
12. New Business
13. Adjournment

At this time I know of no other business to come before the Council.
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk



REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL

June 1, 2015

Be it remembered that the Common Council of the City of Mishawaka, Indiana met in the 
Council Chambers of the Mishawaka City Hall on Monday June 1, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was called to order by Council President Emmons and all were asked to stand for the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

The minutes from the May 18, 2015 meeting were approved as received from the Clerk’s Office.

Roll Call.
Present: Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. Banicki, Ms. Voelker, Mr. Roggeman, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. 
Compton, Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  Bilancio, Mr. Emmons.

Others present; Chief Deputy I Mary Ellen Hazen Chief Deputy II Linda Dotson, Council 
Attorney Mike Trippel.

Mr. Emmons introduced Cliff Zenor President of the Historic Preservation Committee to 
announce the Awards for 2015:

Mr. Zenor 911 Washington Avenue said the first award goes to Cynthia Harington for the Rose 
Quest Nutritional Center at 410 Lincolnway East, Second place to Bob and Faye Sullivan 
Eberhart House at 124 South Race Street, Third Place to Lynn Boss 2408 Lincolnway West 
Craftsman Cottage, Fourth Place award was for Cultural Heritage and went to Broederenkring 
(BK) Building and De Amici Building, these were both ethnic clubs, and Peg Strantz was 
awarded the Service Award for her 37 years in the Planning Department.  He said the Mayor’s 
award goes to Doug Merritt for the restoration of the Old Fire Station No. 4 at 2319 Lincolnway 
East.  

Kate Voelker said she too was a member of the Historic Preservation Commission and she 
wanted to thank the members for all of the hard work they put in especially with the new web 
site; she feels it is so important to preserve our old buildings.  

Clerk Block said regarding the BK and De Amici’s clubs to show the roots of what these two 
clubs have meant in our community, they were also the strong hold of voters and still to this day 
is.  She said because of the fact they are not handicap accessible they no longer can be a voting 
places, but are still very strong communities with a strong voting membership and truly take part 
in the process, she feels that was very important for people to know. 

Clerk Block read PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09 opening it for public hearing.



PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09           

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 137, OF THE MUNICIPAL
CODE OF THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA, AS FROM TIME TO TIME

AMENDED, COMMONLY KNOWN AS “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 1966” OF
THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA.

(Amend the S-2 PUD to construct two (2) Multi-tenant Buildings – 512 W. Cleveland Road)

Mr. Banicki reported the Land Use Plan Committee recommended this proposed ordinance should 
be adopted and moved for acceptance of same upon a second by Mr. Reisdorf the motion carried.  

Jeff Ballard Danch Harner and Associates 1643 Commerce Drive, South Bend said he was 
representing Source USA Reality in their request to amend University Market Place PUD.  He said 
essentially what the realtor wants is to demolish the existing building.  He said they want to 
construct a 2 building 15 unit development and would be an L shaped building with the first 
building consisting of 7,800 square feet, containing 6 units to the north and south portion of the 
building would be a 12,600 square foot building with 9 units. Mr. Ballard said they were looking at 
potential retail, offices and possibly two restaurant shops.  He said the Architect and style would be 
something similar to Heritage Square, with lots of masonry all around very high quality textural 
structure.  Mr. Ballard said the site plan has been and reflects those conditions and they would 
continue to modify those conditions as necessary to get final site plan approval.

Question was called for at 7:49 p.m. on PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09AA the Vote: 
Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 9).  Yes: Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  
Bilancio, Mr. Banicki, Mr. Compton, Mr. Emmons, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. 
Roggeman, Ms. Voelker.  Thus it becomes ORDINANCE NO. 5484   

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-08

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 14 OF THE MUNICIPAL
CODE OF THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA, REGARDING ANIMAL CONTROL

(Amending the Animal Control Ordinance)

Mr. Banicki reported the Public Health and Safety Land Use Plan Committee recommended this 
proposed ordinance should be adopted and moved for acceptance of same upon a second by Mr. 
Reisdorf the motion carried.  

Kathleen Airhart 620 West LaSalle St. South Bend, said one thing she noticed on this ordinance 
that was not on the South Bend Animal Ordinance, that really helped, was the limit of pets in the 
home.  She said it allowed more people to adopt pets, and she said it would help bring in more 
revenue for the city with licenses so she was asking if Mishawaka would amend that part of the 
Animal Control Ordinance.  She felt it would help a great deal having more pets adopted.  



Mr. Emmons said at this point they would not be entertaining more amendments to the ordinance 
but it could be brought up at a later date.  He said as they find things that may need to be 
changed this ordinance can be tweaked.  

Maggie DeMaegd 925 Homewood Avenue Mishawaka, said in attending the meeting on 
amending the Animal Control Ordinance she was happy to see so many people in attendance.  
Her purpose was to see that no pet suffers; it is her feeling that the Meow Mission helps to 
alleviate that.  She asked this Council to please pass this ordinance.   

Toni Highway 513 East 11th Street Mishawaka said Time, Tether, & Weather let’s stop it.

Chris Brilake 53290 County Road 1 Elkhart said she was the President of the Elkhart County 
Feral Cat Coalition whose does the same job that Meow Mission does and she wanted to point 
out to the Council that many counties beg them to come help them for lack of resources, please 
take advantage of these groups that are trying to help. 

Pat Herod 320 North Oakland Street Mishawaka said she worked on South Bend’s Animal 
Ordinance change and was very glad to see Mishawaka has stopped the Dangerous Dog License.

Geoff Spiess Corporation Council for the City of Mishawka said he has been involved in drafting 
the amendments to this ordinance and just to recap:

1. Eliminating Breed Specific language for the dangerous dog designation.
2. Allowing Trap and return for the Ferial Cat Population 
3. Providing a variety of minor adjustments that involve conveniences for residents

He said this effort was spearheaded by Councilmen Mike Compton and Dan Bilancio, but others 
have been involved as well and it has been his pleasure to work with them on this with 
Mishawaka first and party second.  He said they have done their due-diligence meeting with all 
people with expertise in this matter, solicited input from the public and held a public hearing 
inviting the public for further input, and it was his belief these results are solid. 

Dave Wood, Mayor said he was supportive of this drafted ordinance in its current form and 
believes it does many good things.  He said these are always difficult to open up but for many 
reasons the Council went about it in the right way, by including everyone in this decision, the 
public and the administration.  Mayor Wood thanked them for going about this the way they did 
and also thanking the ADHOCK Committee for their effort, time and energy, and Council 
Attorney Geoff Spiess and Code Enforcement Director George Obren.  He said this was another 
example of why Mishawaka stands apart, the motivation was how do we improve an ordinance 
and make Mishawaka a better place for all and most importantly this was enforceable.

Genevieve Carlson, Assistant Director of the Humane Society of St. Joe County at 2506 Grape 
Road Mishawaka said they were very excited that it was decided to remove the Dangerous Dog 
License from the ordinance and excited to start looking at TNR in helping the cat population in 
our community.

Mr. Banicki said he wanted to thank Mr. Compton, Mr. Bilancio, Geoff Spiess, and the entire 
administration for putting in all the extra effort and making sure they get it right.  He said he 



realizes they may have to tweak a few things and if they were able to make this county wide it 
would be a great thing this way there would be no questions as you cross different streets.  Mr. 
Banicki said again he would like to thank everyone for their hard work and he would be 
supporting this.  

Mr. Mammolenti said he would like to echo Mr. Banicki’s comments and extreme thanks to the 
committee, Mr. Compton, Mr. Bilancio, Mr. Spiess and the Administration when it comes across 
their desk sometimes they don’t realize how much time and effort has taken place so he wanted 
to thank them.  He said he too thinks this is a continuous ordinance where they continue to 
receive feedback from the public and he would be interested in some changes down the road 
always looking to improve the ordinance, thanks again to the all involved in this.

Mr. Compton thanked Mr. Bilancio for the work put into this, and Mr. Spiess, Mr. Obren for all 
of their time and effort to help them accomplish this, and thanked the Mayor for supporting this.  
He said there are groups out there like the Meow Mission he wanted to thank for the education  
and support they put forth to them on an issue he had no idea existed when this all started and it 
was very interesting.  Mr. Compton said he has gotten phone calls as far away as New Jersey, 
and even an Attorney in Utah and found that to be amazing.  He said his wife does not agree with 
the way they are doing this but laws are like people they are imperfect and we try to balance 
everyone’s opinion it is not going to be perfect.  Mr. Compton thanked the Council for their 
patients and he would be in support of this amended ordinance.

Mr. Bilancio thanked Mr. Compton for his lead in this, thanked Attorney Geoff Spiess for the 
amount of time and research he spent on this.  He said he thinks it was the right and humane 
thing to do, our pets are our family and this was all for them.

Mr. Emmons thanked Mr. Compton and Mr. Bilancio, Mr. Spiess, Mr. Obren for the time and 
effort they put into this proposed ordinance, it was a monumental task and anytime a task is 
given to Mr. Compton he grabs ahold with both hands and feet and he did a tremendous job, 
sometimes heading a committee is a thankless job.  Mr. Emmons said he has a problem himself 
with part of this ordinance in the way we define Feral Cats, a wild cat is not subject to any of the 
regulations, when the nuisance  occurs regarding a wild cat there is nothing to do no way to 
handle the situation they can destroy property, become a nuisance to a family and you cannot do 
anything with it where there are regulations for a dog.  Dogs cannot run loose, you have to clean 
up after them, it cannot be a nuisance to the neighbors or the community but yet cats can and he 
has a problem with that.  Mr. Emmons said he has no problem with TNR but can’t understand 
how a domestic cat can be classified as a wild animal and compare it to a squirrel, a bird etc.  He 
said it was his feeling that a homeowner should be protected, and should not have to put up with 
the problems of these wild animals destroying their property, coming into their gardens, and 
spraying on their doors, dogs are not allowed to do that but we allow Feral cats to do that. Mr. 
Emmons said he was hoping somewhere along the line they could tweak this ordinance to protect 
the homeowners; it is a neighborhood problem, even though this ordinance goes along way, there 
are still things that need to be tweaked, ordinances are made to protect all of the people.



Mr. Mammolenti apologized and said he was remised in thanking Ms. Ackers and the Meow 
Mission should this pass tonight he knows they have their work cut out for them, he applauds 
them for their efforts and wished them good luck.  

     Question was called on PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-08 at 8:15 p.m. the Vote:     
     Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 9). Yes: Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  
     Bilancio, Mr. Banicki, Mr. Compton, Mr. Emmons, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. 

 Roggeman, Ms. Voelker.  Thus it becomes ORDINANCE NO. 5485 AS AMENDED.

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Mammolenti said there would not be a Twin Branch Neighborhood Watch meeting for June 
or July they would resume in August for the National Night Out.

Mr. Emmons said he would be postponing his June meeting to the 3rd week in July and the 
speaker would be Senator John Broden.

Mr. Reisdorf thanked people who showed up for Mr. Mammolenti’s Meeting at Twin Branch last 
month to discuss Transpo and the Trolley, and what it means to Twin Branch Neighborhood.  He 
said several of the Councilmen were present, and there was very good input and shows the 
seriousness of the Transpo people, the Trolley People, and the City for what is all being put into 
this.  Mr. Reisdorf said it was an important service and he loves the fact that people are getting 
out and communicating their ideas in these public forums and he wants to encourage everyone to 
do so.

Adjournment at 8:18 p.m.

Deborah S. Block _____________________                 Woody Emmons _______________        
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk                 Woody Emmons, Presiding Officer                            
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