
AGENDA

Monday, June 1, 2015

School City of Mishawaka Presentation

6:00PM

Meetings of Standing Committees
Council Conference Room

6:45 P.M.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/CITY HALL

7:00 P.M.

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Regular Meeting
 
  May 18, 2015

5. Petitions, Communications, Remonstrance and Memorials
 
  Appeal No. 2015­24  Use Variance to allow Warehousing Use ­ 3618 Grape Road

 
  Petition No. 2015­14  Vacate Portion of Alley North of 615 S. Byrkit Ave.

 
 
Petition No. 2015­15  Rezone from C­1 General Commercial to C­3 City Center Commercial ­ 101 
E. Mishawaka Avenue

 
 
Petition No. 2015­18  Vacate Public Right of Way and Underlying Utility Easement Rights ­ 
Unimproved Kline St.

 
  Historic Preservation Awards for 2015

6. Report of Special Committee
7. Ordinances on First Reading
8. Resolutions
9. Ordinances on Second Reading
 
 
P.O. NO. 2015­09  Amend the S­2 PUD to construct two (2) Multi­tenant Buildings ­ 512 W. 
Cleveland Road (Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee)

10. Privilege of the Floor – Non­Agenda Items
11. Unfinished Business
 
 
P.O. NO. 2015­08 AA  Animal Control Ordinance (Assigned to Public Health and Safety 
Committee)

12. New Business
13. Adjournment



At this time I know of no other business to come before the Council.
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk



REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL
May 18, 2015

Be it remembered that the Common Council of the City of Mishawaka, Indiana met in the 
Council Chambers of the Mishawaka City Hall on Monday May 18, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was called to order by Council President Emmons and all were asked to stand for the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

The minutes from the May 6, 2015 meeting were approved as received from the Clerk’s Office.

Roll Call.
Present: Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. Banicki, Ms. Voelker, Mr. Roggeman, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. 
Compton, Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  Bilancio, Mr. Emmons.

Others present;  Others present; Chief Deputy II Linda Dotson, Council Attorney Mike Trippel. 

Clerk Block read a letter from the Mishawaka Board of Zoning Appeals Recommendations from 
their May 12, 2015.

APPEAL #15-19 An appeal submitted by Vanessa Jackson requesting a Use Variance for 
1026 Dodge Avenue to permit a daycare center/pre-school/community 
center on R-2 Two Family Residential zoned property.

The Board, with a vote of 3-0, recommended approval subject to the following conditions:

1. A site plan shall be submitted to the Department of City Planning showing proposed 
parking layout in regards provided parking space per use.

2. Temporary signage is limited to flush mounted to wall.
3. Clerk Block read a letter from the Plan Commission Recommendations from their July 

8, 2014 Public Hearing.  

Clerk Block read a letter from the City Plan Commission Recommendations from their May 12, 
2015 Public Hearing.  

PETITION #15-13 A request submitted by Source USA Realty, Inc., to amend the University 
Marketplace Planned Unit Development (512 West Cleveland Road, 
Granger) to permit the construction of two (2) multi-tenant buildings 
containing a variety of retail uses, offices, and small restaurant shops.

The Commission, with a vote of 5-0, recommended approval subject to the following conditions:



USES:
1. Uses shall be limited to those identified within the C-2 Shopping Center Commercial 

District.

BUILDING SETBACKS:
1. Minimum 50 foot front-yard building setback along Cleveland Rd.
2. Minimum 25-ft side-yard & rear-yard building setbacks.

DUMPSTER ENCLOSURE:
1. Minimum 5 ft. setback from any property line.  
2. Enclosure must be located behind the buildings.
3. A 25-ft sight triangle shall be provided at internal drive and road/ingress-egress easement 

intersection.

PARKING SETBACKS:
1. Minimum 16 ft. front-yard setback along Cleveland Rd as indicated on the PUD 

preliminary site plan.
2. Minimum 5 ft. side-yard setback along east property line.
3. Minimum 10 ft. side-yard setback along west property line.
4. 0 ft. along north property line with spaces having direct access to

existing ingress-egress easement paved aisleway.

LANDSCAPE/SCREENING:
1. Landscaping shall comply with the Commercial C-1 General Commercial Landscape 

Ordinance.
2. Required landscaping may be eliminated along the north property line to provide for 

parking areas off of the ingress/egress easement.  However, landscaping shall be installed 
as shown on the PUD preliminary site plan.

GREASE INTERCEPTOR:
1. A grease interceptor shall be installed per the City Department of Engineering.

SIGNAGE:
1. Signage shall comply with the C-2 Shopping Center Commercial signage 

requirements/standards.

OTHER:
1. All other developmental standards not identified shall comply with the C-2 Shopping 

Center Commercial standards.



Clerk Block read PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09 opening it for public hearing.

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-09           

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 137, OF THE MUNICIPAL
CODE OF THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA, AS FROM TIME TO TIME

AMENDED, COMMONLY KNOWN AS “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 1966” OF
THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA.

(Amend the S-2 PUD to construct two (2) Multi-tenant Buildings – 512 W. Cleveland Road)
(Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee)

Clerk Block read RESOLUTION NO. 2015-18 opening it for public hearing.

RESOLUTION NO.  2015-18

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
MISHAWAKA AUTHORIZING THE INVESTMENT OF PUBLIC FUNDS

PURSUANT TO IC 5-13-9-5

Rebecca Miller, City Controller said she was requesting approval to be allowed to invest public 
funds, specifically it would alow banks outside of our political subdivision to submit quotes and 
it would allow her as controller to authorize those investments.  She said currently Umbaugh 
and Associates Banking Advisory Services advises them and they would continue to do so. 

Question was called for at 7:06 p.m. on RESOLUTION NO. 2015-18 with Vote: Motion carried 
by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 9). Yes: Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  Bilancio, Mr. Banicki, 
Mr. Compton, Mr. Emmons, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. Roggeman, Ms. Voelker.

Clerk Block read RESOLUTION NO. 2015-19 for public hearing.

RESOLUTION NO.  2015-19

A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
  MISHAWAKA, INDIANA, APPROVING A PETITION OF THE 
MISHAWAKA BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS FOR 
                       THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT:

1026 Dodge Avenue, Mishawaka, Indiana
Requesting a Use Variance for to allow for a Daycare Center/Pre-

School/Community Center

Vanessa Jackson, 407 West 6th Street, said Mishawaka1026 Dodge Avenue, Mishawaka said she 
moved into Mishawaka on the First Time Home Buyers Program in 2011.  She presented her power 
point to the Council with her very distinctive plan in providing care and education to children.  Ms. 
Jackson said she was asking for a Use Variance Change.  Ms. Jackson stated, she has been an 
elementary teacher for 6 years, was the Dean of a Charter School at one time and is currently a 6th 
grade teacher in the Elkhart School system.  



Ms. Jackson stated she has her Master’s in Education; she has a Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Arts 
at IUSB and the mother of two children.  She said what she was here to do was to make a positive 
difference in the community of Mishawaka.

Mr. Mammolenti said he was very impressed with her presentation and asked what her role would 
be in this project.  Ms. Jackson said she would be the Facilitator of all the classrooms, meaning she 
wants the teachers to teach and do their own thing but she wants structure in the learning with hands 
on and she would be involved in every classroom every day, so the children would know who she 
was.  Mr. Mammolenti asked if this was more of a school, daycare, or a hybrid of the two.  Ms. 
Jackson said it would not be a daycare; she wants it to be an educational place, she prefers to call it 
a pre-school educational learning center is where she was going with this.  She said she doesn’t 
want to babysit she wants to teach them at a young age.   

Mr. Mammolenti asked how many students would she be certified to instruct or enroll.  Ms. 
Jackson said that all depends on the licensing, but she had the licensing agent come out before she 
purchased the building and explained to her what the plans were for the building and she said as it 
stands currently she could have 60 children in the building.  Mr. Mammolenti asked if that would  
be daily?  Ms. Jackson said yes.   Mr. Mammolenti asked her about tuition.   Ms. Jackson stated it 
would be weekly.  

Mr. Reisdorf asked if she would be offering a year round or would mirror a school schedule.  Ms. 
Jackson stated it would be year round.  

Ms. Voelker said she was very impressed by the presentation.  She asked what the teacher student  
staff ratio would be.  Ms. Jackson said 2-3 year olds the ratio is one 1 to 10, 4-5 year olds it is 1 to 
14.  Ms. Voelker asked what the staff would be, how many teachers, and how many aids.  Ms. 
Jackson said there would be one lead teacher and one assistant teacher in each room.   Ms. Voelker 
asked if this was a model.  Ms. Jackson stated this was modeled after everything she has learned in 
her career, she has gone into different classrooms and taking everything she has learned and molded 
into one.  She said she attended Culver Military Academy so the structure comes from that and 
going to IUSB she had some awesome teachers and they taught the best practices on how to teach 
children.  Ms. Voelker asked what the opening target date was.  Ms. Jackson said her hope was 
August.   Ms. Voelker said she was interested in the funding to do all of this.  Ms. Jackson stated 
she was partnering with First Source Bank with a Business Loan, and her brother does a lot for her 
and has donated his time and hard work.  Ms. Voelker asked if she would have enough funding for 
the technology.  Ms. Jackson said she has looked into grants and is researching those options, she 
stated she has gotten a lot of help from different places like Sherwin Williams offered to help her by 
giving her paint for half off, some contractors have given her discounts because they see the need, 
and many neighbors have offered to help.  Ms. Voelker said she was impressed and wished her 
success.

Mr. Banicki complimented her on her presentation and said he knew where this was located he had 
a family member that grew up close to the site.  He asked with subsidized housing next door to this 
were those the students she was hoping to bring in and how would they be able to afford it.  Ms. 
Jackson said those students should have the CCDF Voucher Program, for low income residents, 
which would make their tuition very minimal or they wouldn’t have to pay anything at all.  Mr. 



Banicki said in South Bend they built the Kroc Center in hopes the children would be able to enjoy 
it and now it has gotten to the point where the children of the neighborhood have been priced out.  
Ms. Jackson said the CCDF Program reaches out to a lot of people who are then able to get 
vouchers.  Mr. Banicki said being a business owner he was aware of the tons of costs with utilities, 
insurance etc. going forward with this project.   Ms. Jackson said she has charted those expenses out 
for ten years and figured out what price she had to charge for the day care.  

Mr. Compton said he wanted Ms. Jackson to know how impressed he was with her presentation; his 
wife grew up right around the corner from this site and the children she was targeting need this in 
their neighborhood, they need people to tell them they can do these things you are exactly right and 
he commended her for doing so.  He said he would be supporting this and wishes Ms. Jackson all 
the luck.

Mr. Mammolenti asked if the funding would be coming from the state.  Ms. Jackson said yes it does 
come from the state,  the Children’s Bureau in Indianapolis and she has a thick packet of paper 
work that she must fill out.  She said she is actually mentored by another pre-school director who 
has walked her through every step and has encouraged her in every step of the way in helping her 
with the process.  

Mr. Emmons said he wanted to compliment her on taking his suggestion as she did, she went way 
above and beyond what he had expected, he wishes her well.  He asked about the starting time 
being at 8:00 a.m. and ending at 6:00 p.m. weekday only.  Ms. Jackson said yes that was correct.  
Mr. Emmons asked what the cost was for each student.  She stated it depended on their financial 
situation, she does have one set cost of $145.00 a week, which was lower than most preschools in 
the area, in her research she found infants to be $270.00 per week, they also range from $180 to 
$190 so she wanted to go below that and they would be well taken care of.  

Question was called for at 8:37 p.m. on RESOLUTION NO.2015-19 the Vote: Motion carried 
by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 9). Yes: Mr.  Bellovich, Mr.  Bilancio, Mr. 
Banicki, Mr. Compton, Mr. Emmons, Mr. Mammolenti, Mr. Reisdorf, Mr. Roggeman, Ms. 
Voelker.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mayor Wood stated the ribbon cutting at Merrifield Park last week on the new Camp LaSalle Play 
Ground would be followed by ribbon cutting at Honor Park, in Normain Heights Wednesday at 
9:30 a.m., the Council and the Public are invited.   

NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Mammolenti said his neighborhood watch meeting would be May 20th at Twin Branch School 
with James Turnwald from MACOG speaking on the Trolley Connection Exchange Point.

Mr. Emmons said his neighborhood watch meeting would be Thursday May 21, 2015, St. Bavo 
School at 7:00 p.m.  He said the speaker would be Dr. Deb Fleming.



Mr. Reisdorf wanted to remind everyone of the Memorial Day Parade.

Adjournment 7:42 p.m.

Deborah S. Block _____________________                 Woody Emmons _______________        
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk                 Woody Emmons, Presiding Officer                            

































City of Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission
2015 HISTORIC PRESERVATION AWARDS RECIPIENTS

These awards are presented by the City of Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission 
to bring attention to Mishawaka’s historic houses and buildings; to build an appreciation 
for what they contribute to our community; to encourage others to preserve, restore 
and reuse their vintage homes and buildings; and to thank those who do. These awards 
recognize the outstanding people and the exceptional places that enhance the City of 
Mishawaka through historic preservation, restoration, adaptation and public service. 
Certificates are awarded during May, which is National Historic Preservation Month.

             
Mayor’s Award         Award for Service
Doug Merritt                         Peg Strantz
Old Fire Station No. 4                 Associate Planner
2319 Lincolnway East         City of Mishawaka Dept. of Planning
Tudor Revival c.1929
Outstanding #35042

                   
Award for Adaptive Reuse Heritage Home Award
Cynthia Harington/Rose Quest Lynn Boss
Niles-Weiss House 2408 Lincolnway West
410 Lincolnway East Craftsman Cottage c.1925
Italianate Style c.1860  Contributing #54007
Outstanding #50004



Award for Renovation
Bob and Faye Sullivan
Eberhart House
124 S. Race St.
Bungalow c.1900
Outstanding #50023

    
Cultural Heritage Award      Cultural Heritage Award
Broederenkring (BK) Building     De Amicis Building
Home of the BK Club (Belgian)     Home of De Amicis Club (Italian)
721 S. West St.     302 W. 11th St.
Renaissance Revival/Commercial Style c.1930   Commercial Style c.1928
Notable #55364     Outstanding #56056

City of Mishawaka Historic Preservation Commission

Terry DeMaegd, Chairman       Advisory Board
Nancy Seidler, Vice-chairman     Shirley McAlister
Michael Bultinck     Bryan Tanner
David Eisen     David Vollrath
Judy Gray     Cliff Zenor
Jennifer Johns
Doug Merritt
Faye Sullivan
Kate Voelker, Common Council representative
Christa Hill, Assoc. City Planner
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