
AGENDA

Monday, February 2, 2015

Meetings of Standing Committees
Council Conference Room

6:45 P.M.

REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/CITY HALL

7:00 P.M.

1. Call to Order
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Roll Call
4. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Regular Meeting
 
 January 19, 2015

5. Petitions, Communications, Remonstrance and Memorials
 
 Appeal No. 2015-07  Use Variance to allow a Soccer Instruction Facility - 3635 N. Home St.

 
 

Petition No. 2015-03  Vacation of Public Right of Way - South of State Rd 23 and West 
of  Cleveland Rd (Access Rd)

 
 

Petition No. 2015-04  Annex and Zone I-2 Heavy Industrial - South of the Conrail RR adjacent to 
226 S. Elder

6. Report of Special Committee
7. Ordinances on First Reading
8. Resolutions
9. Ordinances on Second Reading
 
 

P.O. NO. 2015-01  Rezone from I-2 Heavy Industrial to R-1 Single Family - 140, 144, 148, 150 
W. Marion St. (Assigned to Land Use Planning Committee)

10. Privilege of the Floor – Non-Agenda Items
11. Unfinished Business
12. New Business
13. Adjournment

At this time I know of no other business to come before the Council.
Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk



  
                 REGULAR MEETING OF THE MISHAWAKA COMMON COUNCIL

January 19, 2015

Be it remembered that the Common Council of the City of Mishawaka, Indiana met in the 
Council Chambers of the Mishawaka City Hall on Monday January 19, 2015, at 7:00 p.m.  The 
meeting was called to order by City Clerk Deborah Block all were asked to stand for the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 
 
Roll Call.
Present: John Reisdorf, Ron Banicki, Kat Voelker, John Roggeman, Mike Compton, Woody 
Emmons, Mike Bellovich, Dan Bilancio, Matt Mammolenti.

The minutes from the January 5, 2015 meeting were approved as received from the City Clerk’s 
Office.   

Clerk Block presented the following Petitions to the Council, who referred it to the Plan 
Commission for their recommendation.  

PETITION #15-01 A petition submitted by Thomas E. and Patricia L. Benford
 and Mathew and Sherianne Johnson requesting to rezone 
140 West Marion Street, 144 West Marion Street, 
148 West Marion Street, and 150 West Marion Street from 
I-2 Heavy Industrial District to R-1 Single Family Residential District.
RECOMMENDED APPROVAL

Clerk Block read PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-01 opening it for public hearing.

PROPOSED ORDINANCE NO. 2015-01

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 137, OF THE MUNICIPAL
CODE OF THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA, AS FROM TIME TO TIME 

AMENDED, COMMONLY KNOWN AS “THE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 1966” OF 
THE CITY OF MISHAWAKA, INDIANA

(Rezone from I-2 Heavy Industrial to R-1 Single Family – 140, 144, 148, 150 W. Marion St.)

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. Emmons asked anyone speaking on Cats/TNR would be limited to three minutes each and he 
asked that there be no repetition.

Bill Sikes, 18927 Darden Road, south Bend, Indiana stated that he supports the Meow Mission 
and their proposal for TNR (Trap, Neuter and Release) program.  He stated that the City of 
Mishawaka currently has an ordinance that prohibits the trapping of animals within City limits
And he asked that the ordinance be changed to allow TNR.  Mr. Sikes stated that if TNR was



Allowed in Mishawaka there would be a significant reduction in stray, free roaming and feral 
cats.

Mr. Compton stated that South Bend Animal control allows TNR.  He asked Mr. Sikes to explain 
the difference between stray, free roaming and feral cats and which of these groups were 
included in the TNR process.  Mr. Sikes explained that stray cats are usually abandoned pets and 
are more social; free roaming and feral cats are wild cats.  He said that TNR would be used for 
all of these cats.

Mr. Compton stated that South Bend only does colonies.  He said the problem was not with the 
ordinance; the problem was a conflict with the Humane Society.  Mr. Compton said that he has 
not seen any statistics that there were any real reductions.  He said that the Council can pass an 
ordinance but the Administration has to enforce it.

Mr. Sikes asked Jody Acre to give a better explanation.

Jody Acre, 211 West 16th Street, Mishawaka, Indiana stated that if a cat lives outside then they 
will use the TNR method to take care of them.  She said that after they are vaccinated and 
neutered the tip of the left ear was sniped off to show that they have been neutered and 
vaccinated.  Ms. Acre said Meow Mission then asks that those cats be taken back to the area they 
came from and left alone and do what would normally be done with any other problem cats.  She 
said if “outdoor” cats are caught they use the same method of TNR.

Ms. Voelker asked that statistics be provided to the Council.  Ms. Acre said that she would get 
data from Elkhart County and provide for the Council.

Ms. Acre stated that TNR would not be a cost to the City of Mishawaka.  She said the 
“caretaker” pays or the Meow Mission pays with grant money and there is a lot of gran money 
out there right now, the cost per cat is around $37.00.

Mr. Mammolenti asked if the ordinance was changed to allow trapping how would it work.  Ms. 
Acre said they can teach the “care taker” to do the trapping or Meow Mission would do it.  Mr. 
Mammolenti asked what a “care taker” was.  Ms. Acre said a “care taker” was a person who 
feeds a colony of cats.

Mr. Mammolenti stated that they receive frequent complaints regarding stray/feral cats.  Ms. 
Acre went on to say when they use the TNR method a lot of the problems with cats spraying, 
kittens, etc. would go away.

Tris Kozor, 2807 Birchwood Drive, Mishawaka and Linda Cross, 822 West Jefferson, 
Mishawaka also spoke in favor of the TNR method. 

Mr. Emmons thanked everyone that spoke and said that Mr. Compton was working with the 
Administration on the Animal Ordinance.  Mr. Emmons stated he does not like the idea of cats 
roaming the neighborhoods.



NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Mammolenti announced that January 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. he would be holding the Twin 
Branch Neighborhood Watch Meeting at Twin Branch School.  He said the speaker would be 
Terry Zeller, Mishawaka Park Superintendent talking about the parks Master Plan for Twin 
Branch Park and they would be looking for citizen input.

There being no further business to come before the Council, President Emmons adjourned the 
meeting at 7:29 p.m.

 Deborah S. Block _____________________                 Woody Emmons _______________       
 Deborah S. Block, IAMC, MMC, City Clerk                 Woody Emmons, Presiding Officer                            
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